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OECD Economic Surveys: Turkey 2021

After initial success in fighting the COVID-19 pandemic and a strong economic 
rebound, Turkey faces a resurgence of cases which puts pressure on the country’s 
health system, public resources, social cohesion and macroeconomic sustainability. 
Public finances offer room for government support to the households and businesses 
most in need, but this should be provided under a more transparent and predictable 
fiscal, quasi-fiscal, monetary and financial policy framework. In the early phases of 
the pandemic, shortcomings in the macroeconomic framework weighed on market 
confidence, creating tensions in risk premia, capital movements and exchange rates, 
which complicated macroeconomic policy responses to the crisis. New demands and 
opportunities also arose for structural change in the business sector. Product, labour 
and capital market reforms, bundled with a comprehensive upgrading of vocational 
education, would accelerate the much needed formalisation of business activities, 
the re-balancing of firm balance sheets with external equity capital, and a broad-
based digital modernisation. A stronger, more sustainable and more inclusive post-
COVID growth trajectory would then be within reach.

SPECIAL FEATURE: UNLEASHING THE FULL POTENTIAL OF THE BUSINESS SECTOR

Print ver. 
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Economics 

OECD Economic Surveys: Bulgaria 2021

Print ver. 
Code: eco-2021-6-en-print
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pages: 128 	 $60.00
PDF ver. 
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$36.00

The COVID-19 outbreak abruptly stopped several years of robust economic 
growth in Bulgaria. Public finances are sound and the government took rapid action 
to support firms and households. Coping with the pandemic and strengthening 
the recovery will require continued fiscal support, public investment and the 
advancement of priority reforms. Bulgaria also faces the challenge of how to sustain 
and ultimately enhance improvements in living standards for all to tackle rising 
inequality and persistently high poverty. Tackling obstacles to business sector growth 
will be key to attracting investment, boosting productivity and providing people with 
skills to take advantage of new job opportunities. Many rural regions are suffering 
from depopulation and rapid ageing. Regional income differences in Bulgaria are 
larger than in most OECD countries and growth has been lower in regions without 
larger cities. Investments in infrastructure and housing reform would help to boost 
mobility and strengthen links to national and international supply chains.

SPECIAL FEATURES: STRUCTURAL REFORMS TO RAISE PRODUCTIVITY AND BOOST 
CONVERGENCE; REDUCING REGIONAL DISPARITIES FOR INCLUSIVE GROWTH
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Finance & Investment 

National Accounts of OECD Countries, Volume 2021 Issue 1	
Economics 

Print ver. 
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PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264329645 	
$36.00 

This publication covers expenditure-based GDP, output-based GDP, income-based 
GDP, GDP per capita, disposable income, saving and net lending, population and 
employment. It includes also comparative tables based on purchasing power parities 
(PPPs) and exchange rates. Data are shown for all OECD countries and the Euro area. 
Country tables are expressed in national currency. Data are based on the System of 
National Accounts 2008 (2008 SNA).

Towards Improved Retirement Savings Outcomes for Women

Print ver. 
Code: daf-2021-17-en-print
ISBN: 9789264334533 	
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PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264433076 	
$28.00 

Labour market inequalities are well-known to be the main drivers of the gender 
pension gap. This publication focuses on helping governments find solutions for 
retirement savings arrangements that do not further exacerbate these inequalities. 
This study first analyses why the gender pension gap exists and sheds light on some of 
the behavioural and cultural factors that contribute to these inequalities. Country case 
studies assess how demographics, labour markets and other factors may affect gaps in 
pension coverage, assets and entitlements. The study then explores how the design of 
retirement savings plans affects men and women differently. Finally, it provides policy 
options to improve retirement savings outcomes for women and to help close the 
gender pension gap.

OECD Insurance Statistics 2020	

Print ver. 
Code: pac-2019-30027-en-print
ISBN: 9789264763395 	
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PDF ver. 
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This annual publication shows official insurance statistics for all OECD countries 
including data on premiums collected, claims, and commissions by type of insurance; 
investments by type of investment; and numbers of companies and employees. The 
data, which are standardised as far as possible, are broken down under numerous sub-
headings, and a series of indicators makes the characteristics of the national markets 
more readily comprehensible.
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Middle East and North Africa Investment Policy Perspectives

Taxation 
Prevention of Treaty Abuse – Second Peer Review Report on 

Treaty Shopping
Inclusive Framework on BEPS: Action 6

Print ver. 
Code: ctp-2021-90-en-print
ISBN: 9789264408999 	
pages: 288 	 $90.00
PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264750173 	
Free

The BEPS Action 6 minimum standard on preventing the granting of treaty benefits 
in inappropriate circumstances, is one of the four BEPS minimum standards that all 
members of the OECD/G20 Inclusive Framework on BEPS (Inclusive Framework) have 
committed to implement. This report reflects the outcome of the second peer review of 
the implementation of the Action 6 minimum standard on treaty shopping as approved 
by the Inclusive Framework. It includes the aggregate results of the review and data on 
tax treaties concluded by each of the 129 members of the Inclusive Framework on 30 
June 2019 and it contains the jurisdictional section for each member (see Annex 2). The 
data compiled for this peer review demonstrate that the MLI has been the tool used by 
the vast majority of jurisdictions that have begun to implement the minimum standard 
and that the MLI’s impact is expected to increase quickly as jurisdictions ratify it.

Finance & Investment 

Print ver. 
Code: daf-2020-294-en-print
ISBN: 9789264833593 	
pages: 252 	 $78.00 
PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264473041 	
Free		

Middle East and North Africa Investment Policy Perspectives highlights the 
considerable progress in investment policies made by the region’s governments over 
the past decade. Yet, the reform momentum needs to be sustained and deepened 
for the benefits of investment to be shared with society at large and for growth to 
be sustainable, particularly in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic and resulting 
global economic upheaval. The publication takes stock of investment policy trends 
and reforms in Algeria, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, the Palestinian 
Authority, and Tunisia, and draws out common challenges, offering suggestions of 
reform priorities. It considers several dimensions of the policy framework that affect 
the investment climate and places strong emphasis on how foreign investment can 
help economies of the region improve their citizens’ lives. The publication serves as 
reference point, informing policymakers on specific areas as they continue work on 
leveraging investment to advance inclusive and sustainable growth.

Misuse of Containerized Maritime Shipping in the Global Trade 
of Counterfeits

Print ver. 
Code: gov-2021-21-en-print
ISBN: 9789264320086 	
pages: 80 	 $30.00
PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264647381 	
$18.00 

The report provides empirical evidence about the misuse of container ships in 
international trade in counterfeits. It also suggests the main routes of trade with 
containers polluted with illicit trade. Finally, the report also outlines the economic 
landscape for containerized maritime transport and investigates policy gaps that enable 
its misuse by criminals in illicit trade.

Governance 
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Counterfeiting, Piracy and the Swiss Economy

Print ver. 
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PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264573871 	
Free

The Swiss economy is innovative and knowledge-intensive. Consequently, it relies 
heavily on intellectual property rights. Swiss industries are also export-oriented and 
solidly integrated in the global economy. At the same time, the threats of counterfeiting 
and piracy are growing, and Swiss industries are vulnerable. This report measures the 
direct economic effects of counterfeiting on Swiss industry and the Swiss government. 
It estimates the impact of the global trade in fake products that pose as “Swiss made” 
in terms of lost jobs, forgone profits and lower tax revenues.

Governance 

Social Issues / Migration / Health 
How Was Life? Volume II
New Perspectives on Well-being and Global Inequality since 1820

Print ver. 
Code: wise-2021-9-en-print
ISBN: 9789264800298 	
pages: 264 	 $84.00
PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264403154 	
$50.00 

How was life in 1820, and how has it changed since then? This question, which 
was at the core of How Was Life? Global Well-being since 1820, published by the 
OECD in 2014, is addressed by this second volume based on a broader perspective. 
How Was Life? New Perspectives on Well-being and Global Inequality since 1820, 
presents new estimates of working hours, biodiversity loss, social spending and GDP 
(accounting for the 2011 round on purchasing power parities) as well as measures of 
inequalities in wealth, longevity and educational attainment, gender disparities and 
extreme poverty. A final chapter synthesises the historical evidence included both in 
the current and previous volume of How Was Life? through composite measures of 
the average well-being performance of each country, and of different within-country 
inequality measures. As was the case for the previous volume, this book combines 
both a historical and a global perspective, presenting estimates since 1820 for 25 major 
countries and 8 world regions. While this evidence sometimes relies on partial and 
limited evidence, each chapter in this book assesses the quality of the data used and 
identifies areas for further historical research.

This second volume of How Was Life? is the product of collaboration between the 
OECD and the OECD Development Centre, on one side, and a group of economic 
historians gathered around the CLIO-INFRA and Maddison projects, on the other. The 
historical evidence included in the report is organised around dimensions of well-being 
that mirror those used by the OECD in its report How’s Life?

https://doi.org/10.1787/1f010fc9-en
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Future-Proofing Adult Learning in London, United Kingdom

Print ver. 
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Cities are not only home to around half of the global population but are also at the 
forefront of the transformation of jobs, skills and labour markets. Furthermore, cities 
play a leading role in the COVID-19 response, as the pandemic is not only accelerating 
megatrends such as digitalisation and automation that change the world of work, but 
is also challenging city economies. In London, COVID-19 has caused an unprecedented 
labour market shock, with several service sectors having been devastated. The crisis 
and its impact on employment and firms make skills development and adult learning 
more important than ever. London is the first major city within the OECD to introduce a 
comprehensive skills strategy. The report Future-Proofing Adult Learning in London, UK 
analyses London’s capacity to design effective adult learning programmes, which are 
critical for a strong and sustainable economic recovery and for preparing for the future 
of work. The report sheds light on major challenges facing London, especially in light 
of COVID-19, while also pointing to opportunities for London to design a future-ready 
adult learning system that responds to the impacts of the pandemic and aligns training 
to rapidly evolving labour market demands.

Employment

Improving the Provision of Active Labour Market Policies in 
Estonia

Print ver. 
Code: els-2021-32-en-print
ISBN: 9789264445109 	
pages: 152 	 $48.00
PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264393585 	
$28.00 	

This report on Estonia is the seventh country study published in a series of reports 
looking into how policies connect people with jobs. It discusses the set-up and 
performance of active labour market policies (ALMPs) in Estonia. In particular, the 
report analyses the institutional and regulatory framework of ALMP provision in 
Estonia, assesses the need for ALMPs in the Estonian population and evaluates whether 
ALMPs reach the people they are targeted to. For that purpose, the report relies on the 
analysis of a rich set of linked administrative data which allow to identify the labour 
market obstacles faced by people furthest from the labour market, and identify gaps 
and overlaps in the ALMPs and related support provided to them.

Career Guidance for Adults in Latin America

Print ver. 
Code: els-2021-84-en-print
ISBN: 9789264693050 	
pages: 84 	 $30.00 
PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264385092 	
$18.00 

Career guidance for adults is a fundamental lever to help adults successfully navigate 
constantly evolving labour markets. As labour markets in Latin America are hit hard 
by the COVID-19 pandemic and mega trends such as globalisation and digitalisation 
continue to impact labour demand, support is urgently needed. Millions of adults have 
lost their jobs and need to identify new career options. However, career guidance for 
adults is still rare in Latin America. More common are vocational guidance programmes 
for young people, or labour intermediation services for adults. This report analyses 
career guidance initiatives for adults in four Latin American countries (Argentina, Brazil, 
Chile and Mexico). It emphasises the need to establish career guidance higher up on 
the policy agenda of the region. Lessons are drawn on how to strengthen the coverage 
and inclusiveness of career guidance, provision and service delivery, quality and impact, 
as well as governance and funding. The findings build on information collected through 
the 2020 Survey of Career Guidance for Adults (SCGA), an online survey of adults’ 
experience with career guidance.

https://doi.org/10.1787/c546014a-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/31f72c5b-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/4eaf4996-en


page: 6

Agriculture and Food
Policies for the Future of Farming and Food in Norway

Print ver. 
Code: tad-2021-20-en-print
ISBN: 9789264655539 	
pages: 236 	 $72.00
PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264726819 	
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Norway is performing unevenly across its four agricultural policy objectives. While 
Norway enjoys a high level of food security and is meeting its aim of maintaining 
agricultural production across the country, both environmental performance and the 
efficient creation of value added along the food chain are compromised by support 
policies linked to production levels. Support to producers relative to gross farm receipts 
is the highest among OECD countries, with 59% of farmers’ revenues coming from 
government support. Only 3% of total support to agriculture is dedicated to research 
and innovation. Moreover, while Norway has strong public research institutions and 
well-designed tax deductions, the private sector lacks the right policy incentives to 
innovate.

This review proposes a new policy approach, centred around innovations that would 
enable Norway to achieve its objectives and improve the productivity, sustainability 
and resilience of its agro-food sector. Specific recommendations include increasing the 
responsiveness of the sector to markets, giving farmers greater flexibility in making 
production decisions, placing greater emphasis on agri-environmental outcomes, and 
increasing the role of the private sector in research and innovation.

Water Governance in African Cities

Print ver. 
Code: cfe-2021-194-en-print
ISBN: 9789264359628 	
pages: 112 	 $36.00
PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264715431 	
$21.00 

The COVID-19 pandemic has acted as a magnifying glass on pressing water and 
sanitation challenges in African cities, stressing and widening inequalities, especially 
for the 56% of the urban population living in informal settlements, lacking basic 
handwashing facilities, and relying on public water points and shared toilets. Before the 
pandemic, African countries and cities were already facing mounting water challenges 
with, in Sub-Saharan Africa only, 418 million people lacking basic access to water supply 
and 717 million to sanitation, in addition to concomitant floods, droughts and pollution 
issues. Megatrends related to climate change, urbanisation and population growth add 
more pressure on water resources and require urgent attention for African cities to 
cope with future water challenges. Building on a Survey on Water Governance across 
36 cities of all size in Africa, this report provides a regional overview of the allocation 
of roles and responsibilities for water management, the existence and implementation 
of institutional, policy and regulatory frameworks, as well as the critical governance 
gaps that need to be bridged in order to boost city government capacity to drive water 
security in the continent.

Environment
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Water Governance in Cape Town, South Africa
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In 2018, the city of Cape Town, South Africa, was close to the “Day Zero”, requiring all 
taps to be shut off and citizens to fetch a daily 25 litre per person. Though the day-zero 
was avoided, it is estimated that, at the current rate, South Africa will experience a 17% 
water deficit by 2030 if no action is taken to respond to existing trends. Lessons learned 
during that drought crisis have been valuable for the city to manage the short-term 
COVID-19 implications and design long-term solutions towards greater water resilience. 
As a result of a multi-stakeholder policy dialogue involving 100+ stakeholders from the 
city of Cape Town and South Africa, this report assesses key water risks and governance 
challenges in Cape Town, and provides policy recommendations towards more 
effective, efficient and inclusive water management building on the OECD Principles 
on Water Governance. In particular, the report calls for strengthening integrated basin 
governance, transparency, integrity, stakeholder engagement, capacities at all levels of 
government, financial sustainability and for advancing the water allocation reform to 
better manage trade-offs across multiple users.

Environment

Water Governance in Peru

Print ver. 
Code: cfe-2021-195-en-print
ISBN: 9789264955691 	
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PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264429888
$32.00 	

While COVID 19 has hit Peru particularly hard, with about 1.4 million cases as of March 
2021, the pandemic further emphasised the importance of water and sanitation for 
health, the environment and the economy. The country is not yet on track to meet the 
targets of SDG 6 “Clean water and sanitation” by 2030, with 3 million Peruvians (9.2% 
of the population) lacking access to water services and 8.2 million Peruvians (25.2%) 
lacking access to sewerage services, and a large urban rural divide. In addition, between 
2000 and 2020, floods affected an estimated 4.43 million people, while inadequate 
management of solid waste and some economic activities are amongst the causes of 
water pollution, leading to severe public health issues, and social conflicts. In the face 
of climate change and demographic growth, strengthening water governance in Peru 
is key for long term water security improvements. The report provides an analysis 
of water governance in the country and policy recommendations to: strengthen the 
multi sectoral approach to water; improve the use of economic instruments to protect 
and sustainably use water resources, its sources and related ecosystem services; 
and strengthen regulatory conditions to improved access to safe drinking water and 
sanitation in urban and rural areas.

Strengthening Climate Resilience
Guidance for Governments and Development Co-operation

Print ver. 
Code: dcd-2021-1-en-print
ISBN: 9789264895317 	
pages: 188 	 $54.00
PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264415133 	
$32.00 	

This guidance provides a tool governments and development co-operation can draw 
on in their efforts to strengthen the resilience of human and natural systems to the 
impacts of climate change. It highlights three aspirations to consider when planning 
and implementing action to build climate resilience (country ownership; inclusiveness; 
and environmental and social sustainability). The guidance also outlines four 
mechanisms (governance; sector-level approaches; finance; and monitoring, evaluation 
and learning) and three enablers (data and information; capacity; and technologies) in 
support of climate resilience, proposing concrete actions in the form of checklists.

https://doi.org/10.1787/a804bd7b-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/568847b5-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/4b08b7be-en
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Environment
Toolkit for Water Policies and Governance
Converging Towards the OECD Council Recommendation on Water

Print ver. 
Code: env-2021-6-en-print
ISBN: 9789264653597 
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PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264876484 	
$18.00 

The Toolkit for Water Policies and Governance compiles policies, governance 
arrangements and related tools that facilitate the design and implementation of water 
management practices in line with the OECD Council Recommendation on Water. 
It is designed to inspire and support countries which have either adhered to, are 
considering adhering to, or aim to converge towards the OECD standard.

The Recommendation was unanimously adopted by the OECD Council in December 
2016. The adoption marked the outcome of a two-year consultation process with 
delegates from ministries active in the fields of agriculture, development assistance, 
environment, public governance, regional development, and regulatory policy, as 
well as with relevant stakeholders (the business sector, trade unions, environmental 
organisations) and the OECD Water Governance Initiative.

The Recommendation puts forward an international standard with high-level policy 
guidance on a range of topics relevant for the management of water resources and 
delivery of water services. The areas covered include managing water quantity, water 
risks and disasters, improving water quality, ensuring good water governance as well as 
sustainable finance, investment and pricing for water services.

The practices reported in the toolkit have been compiled by the OECD Secretariat, 
in close consultation with delegates from adhering countries. Regular updates will be 
made available.

OECD Environmental Performance Reviews: Belgium 2021

Print ver. 
Code: env-2021-4-en-print
ISBN: 9789264419810 	
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PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264400344 	
$36.00 

Belgium has made progress in decoupling several environmental pressures from 
economic growth, in improving wastewater treatment and in expanding protected 
areas. Regions have achieved high levels of recovery and recycling, and have 
pioneered circular economy policies. However, further efforts are needed to progress 
towards carbon neutrality, reduce air and water pollution, reverse biodiversity loss 
and consolidate results of circular economy initiatives. Strengthening co‑ordination 
between the federal government and the regions, and among the regions, as well as 
enhancing policy coherence will be key factors of progress.

As the COVID-19 emergency passes, recovery efforts should focus on putting the 
country back on track to meet the Sustainable Development Goals. Investing in low-
carbon and natural infrastructure, promoting circular economy, strengthening carbon 
prices and phasing out environmentally harmful subsidies should be priorities.

This is the third Environmental Performance Review of Belgium. It evaluates 
progress towards sustainable development and green growth, with special features on 
biodiversity and waste, materials management and the circular economy.

https://doi.org/10.1787/ed1a7936-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/738553c5-en


page: 9page: 9

Environment
Sustainable Infrastructure for Low-carbon Development in the 

EU Eastern Partnership
Hotspot Analysis and Needs Assessment

Print ver. 
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PDF ver. 
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$25.00

This report analyses planned infrastructure projects, decision-making frameworks 
related to infrastructure development and strategic planning documents in the six 
countries of the EU Eastern Partnership: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, 
Moldova and Ukraine. It compares current investment flows with countries' national 
development objectives to identify misalignments and provides policy-makers 
with recommendations to improve the integration of climate change and other 
environmental concerns into infrastructure development decision-making processes. 
The report presents a comprehensive overview of infrastructure investment, primarily 
in the transport and energy sectors, throughout the region and identifies the risks and 
opportunities emerging from current investment patterns.

Man Enough? Measuring Masculine Norms to Promote 
Women’s Empowerment

Print ver. 
Code: dev-2019-2976-en-print
ISBN: 9789264699984 	
pages: 90 	 $30.00 
PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264707054 	
$18.00 

Masculinities can either support or hinder women’s empowerment and greater 
gender equality. However, a lack of consistent and comparable data hinders efforts 
to understand and assess harmful, restrictive masculinities. This report identifies and 
describes ten norms of restrictive masculinities to be urgently addressed within the 
political, economic and private spheres. Alongside these norms the report highlights 
gender-equitable alternatives, which support women’s empowerment in practice. 
By mapping available and ideal indicators, the report provides a roadmap for efforts 
to measure changing norms of masculinities. In doing so, this report aims to support 
policies to transform masculinities by facilitating the creation of more and better data 
on masculine norms.

Development

Applying Evaluation Criteria Thoughtfully	

Print ver. 
Code: dcd-2021-8-en-print
ISBN: 9789264481992 	
pages: 84 	 $30.00
PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264984028 	
Free	

Relevance, coherence, effectiveness, efficiency, impact, and sustainability are widely 
used evaluation criteria, particularly in international development co-operation. They 
help to determine the merit or worth of various interventions, such as strategies, 
policies, programmes or projects. This guidance aims to help evaluators and others to 
better understand those criteria, and improve their use. It starts by describing what 
they are, and how they are meant to be used. Then the definitions and concepts 
underpinning each criterion are explained. Finally, examples provide the reader with 
concrete ideas for using them.

The criteria were originally laid out in the early 2000s by the Network on 
Development Evaluation (EvalNet) of the OECD Development Assistance Committee 
(DAC). Although they have been widely used in evaluation, and beyond, this document 
is the first to comprehensively explore the concepts in detail, explain their intended 
use and offer practical guidance. It captures current thinking and best practice in 
evaluation, drawing on the inputs of internationally renowned evaluation experts from 
EvalNet and beyond.

https://doi.org/10.1787/c1b2b68d-en
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Conflict Networks in North and West Africa

Print ver. 
Code: swac-2021-1-en-print
ISBN: 9789264673168 	
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PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264455900 	
$28.00

Conflicts in North and West Africa have become more violent and widespread 
than in the past. They have also become more difficult to resolve due to the complex 
relationships between a growing number of belligerents with diverging agendas. 
Building on a dataset of more than 36 000 violent events over a 23‑year period and 
three case studies (Lake Chad, Central Sahel and Libya), this report maps conflict 
networks and the evolution of rivalries and alliances in 21 North and West African 
countries. It applies an innovative approach, Dynamic Social Network Analysis, to 
explain the types and evolution of relationships across actors in conflict. Finally, the 
report analyses the impact of military interventions on the re‑composition of violent 
groups and the shifting nature of insecurity. This new analysis, based on temporal and 
spatial approaches contributes to the creation of strategies that will ensure long‑term 
political stability and serves as a reminder that there is a need for co‑ordinated regional 
approaches and place‑based policies.

Geographical Distribution of Financial Flows to Developing 
Countries 2021

Disbursements, Commitments, Country Indicators

Print ver. 
Code: dcd-2020-502-enfr-print
ISBN: 9789264828070 	
pages: 884 	 $90.00
PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264748460 	
$54.00 

This publication provides comprehensive data on the volume, origin and types of 
aid and other resource flows to around 150 developing countries. The data show 
each country's receipts of official development assistance as well as other official and 
private funds from members of the Development Assistance Committee of the OECD, 
multilateral agencies and other key providers. Key development indicators are given for 
reference.

Development
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Urban, Rural and Regional Development
Decentralisation and Regionalisation in Bulgaria
Towards Balanced Regional Development

Print ver. 
Code: cfe-2021-141-en-print
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PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264675025 	
$36.00

Bulgaria has made solid progress in its territorial governance and socio-economic 
development. Yet, it has not been able to counteract large and increasing territorial 
disparities. Doing so will require addressing remaining structural challenges that may 
be limiting further transformation, government performance and regional resilience. 
It will also depend on shifting from a centrally-designed approach to regional 
development policy to one that incorporates subnational input and carefully considers 
regional specificities. Such a shift, coupled with a revitalised multi-level governance 
model to strengthen regional and municipal governance, could generate more balanced 
regional development and inclusive growth in Bulgaria. This multi-level governance 
study considers the avenues Bulgarian national and subnational authorities could take 
to ensure more place-based regional development and governance. It emphasises 
a comprehensive, yet incremental, approach to decentralisation and regionalisation 
reforms to generate more effective and balanced regional development.

https://doi.org/10.1787/b5ab8109-en
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